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Fifty Years of Supporting the RAF’s C-130 Fleet


“…50 years of world class partnership between the RAF, Lockheed Martin and
Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group.”



Over 90 RAF C-130 aircraft supported



2016 also marks the 10th anniversary of C-130 support through HIOS



C-130J out-of-service date extended to 2035

Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group is celebrating 50 years of supporting the United
Kingdom’s Royal Air Force’s fleet of Lockheed Martin Hercules C-130s. The fleet of 24 C130Js is currently maintained under the innovative Hercules Integrated Operational
Support (HIOS) programme, which debuted in 2006 and focusses on meeting the RAF’s
immediate and long-term operational capabilities, through maintenance and upgrades to
improve front line availability.

Air Cdre Steve Lushington, Royal Air Force’s Air Mobility Force Commander, commented:
“The C130 has been the mainstay of the Royal Air Force’s air transport fleet for five
decades. The first Royal Air Force Hercules first flew in 1966 and entered service with 242
OCU, Royal Air Force Thorney Island, on 1 August 1967. Throughout its service career,
Royal Air Force Hercules aircraft have been ever-present on operations, performing vital
roles both in the UK and overseas.

“Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group’s engineering and fleet management roles have
been fundamental in helping the Royal Air Force deliver this important air transport
capability. Working together, the Royal Air Force and Marshall have ensured the Royal Air
Force’s C130 Hercules aircraft remain at the centre of the service’s global air transport
capability. Marshall has always risen to the technical and logistical challenges. It is a tried
and tested partnership worthy of the highest praise.”
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During the last five decades, Marshall has worked on more than 90 C-130s for the RAF,
performing both standard and deep maintenance, as well as special mission modifications.
In addition, Marshall’s relationship with the RAF’s forebear, the Royal Flying Corps, dates
back to 1912.

Marshall’s C-130 engineering and project management skills were demonstrated in 2013,
when the company quickly returned to service five aircraft based at Kandahar,
Afghanistan, when they suffered severe hailstone damage. In recognition of the rapid
response, the RAF awarded Marshall a Chief of the Air Staff’s Commendation.

George Shultz, Vice President & General Manager, Air Mobility & Maritime Missions,
Lockheed Martin, comments: "The C-130 Hercules is truly an unmatched global asset for
military and commercial operators alike. As such, it requires a worldwide network of
trusted partners to deliver proven fleet support. For 50 years, Marshall has been the very
definition of such a trusted partner — for the Royal Air Force, Lockheed Martin and many
Hercules operators around the world. We are proud to celebrate Marshall’s contributions to
the entire Hercules community and look forward to many more decades of partnership with
the Marshall team.”

Marshall has supported the C-130 in 33 countries for 52 customers, and has worked on
more than 300 aircraft.

Steve Fitz-Gerald, CEO of Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group, comments: “It is
incredible to think that our first engagement with the RAF in relation to its C-130 fleet was
back in 1966, and we look forward to continuing the partnership to provide the highest
levels of availability, affordability and innovation. I would also like to thank our dedicated
employees and suppliers for their continued support, and in helping Marshall achieve such
an incredible milestone.”

Marshall was the first authorised C-130 service centre in the world, and it is the only
European centre authorised to service C-130 J variants. It is though Marshall’s reputation
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for supporting the RAF that has led to the company also supporting 10 other air forces
around the world; an export capability that was a contributing factor to the company
winning a 2016 Queen’s Award for International Trade.”

MAIN ENDS

Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group celebrates 50 years of supporting the
United Kingdom’s Royal Air Force’s fleet of Lockheed Martin Hercules C-130s.

For further information, please contact:
Oliver Drury
Director of External Communications
Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group
Tel: +44 (0)7771 947225
Email: oliver.drury@marshalladg.com
Richard Warrilow
PR Consultant
Tel: +44 (0)1522 789000
Email: richard@declaration.co.uk
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Mark Broughton
PR Consultant
Tel: +44 (0)7880 506345
Email: Mark.broughton@marontech.co.uk
NOTES TO EDITORS

Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group (www.marshalladg.com) is a leading independent
aerospace and defence company, specialising in the conversion, modification, maintenance and
support of military and commercial aircraft, business aviation services (including sales, charter
services), the design and manufacture of special mission vehicles and shelters for the armed
forces and humanitarian aid organisations, and the provision of personnel and training into
advanced engineering sectors.

The company’s primary customers are major platform OEMs - such as Boeing, Airbus, BAE
Systems, Bombardier, Lockheed Martin and Embraer – commercial airlines (supported through
cabin upgrades, including IFE upgrades, and refinishing programmes) and major MRO
organisations.

The company has more than 80 years’ experience in aviation and a full-spectrum engineering
capability that includes project/product conception, design, manufacture, test, certification,
integration/embodiment, in-service support and legacy platform/system sustainment. These
capabilities have been exported to more than 30 countries and the company is working with 10 of
the world’s air forces in relation to the C-130 platform.

Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group is headquartered in Cambridge, where it employs more
than 2,000 highly trained personnel on its 800 acre site, which includes 1.2 million ft2 of hangar
space plus the company-owned Cambridge Airport. The company also has two other sites in the
UK (Broughton in Flintshire, Wales and Kirkbymoorside in Yorkshire) and offices in Australia,
Canada and The Netherlands.
Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group is part of the Marshall Group, which employs more than
4,500 worldwide and which has a turnover of £1.3 billion.
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